
As we gather together on Easter we are here to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We
celebrate that the tomb is empty. We celebrate that He is alive. For any of this to make sense
though we must recognize the death that took place. The tomb was once filled. For Jesus to be
resurrected He had to die first.

Jesus could not come to life until He died. The body that went into the tomb was His physical
body. When a seed is planted no gardener would be satisfied if another seed came up. The seed
needs to give life to the plant. Jesus’ physical body went to the tomb and it enabled Him to be
raised in a perfect resurrected body. A body of glory, and power. A body of true eternal life. The
disciples and His followers did not understand this. When His dead body was put into the tomb they
thought that was the end.

The woman approached the tomb with spices to care for a dead body which they could not find.
The angels point out their flaw. Jesus is alive, and they were looking for someone living in a place of
the dead. He is resurrected. He had taught them this very truth but it did not make sense at the
time. After His resurrection Jesus will end up showing His 11 disciples how His death and
resurrection fulfilled scripture.
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1 Corinthians 15:36-37; 42-44 ESV

(36)  You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.
(37)  And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or
of some other grain.
(42)  So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is
raised is imperishable.
(43)  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.
(44)  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body,
there is also a spiritual body.

Luke 24:1-7 ESV

(1)  But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the
spices they had prepared.
(2)  And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,
(3)  but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.
(4)  While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling
apparel.
(5)  And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?
(6)  He is not here, but has risen. Remember how He told you, while He was still in
Galilee,
(7)  that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be
crucified and on the third day rise.”

Luke 24:44-46 ESV

(44)  Then He said to them, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you, that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled.”



Jesus’ death and resurrection fulfilled what was written about Him in the Law, the Prophets, and the
Psalms. Jesus mentions these three because they are the three groupings of the Old
Testament. He is saying the entire Old Testament pointed to this truth. He then enabled them to
understand the Word. They knew the Old Testament well, but they did not understand yet how it all
was about Him. The Old Testament speaks to the need for Jesus to die and be raised again.
We hear Jesus say the entire Old Testament points to His death and resurrection and yet at times I
don’t know if we fully believe it. We have been in a study of Leviticus and my hope is that this truth
is more clear then it ever has been. Throughout Leviticus we have seen how each offering pointed
to Jesus and the need for His sacrificial death.

The life of an animal or a person is represented by the blood. When the priest would drain the
blood of an animal it showed they died. It is through blood that atonement can be made. Sin can
only be dealt with through blood, through a death.

The free gift of eternal life cannot be given until the wage of sin has been paid. Until
there was a perfect death. The book of Leviticus has been full of death. Each offering given is
a reminder of the need of blood. Even the order the offerings points to what Jesus needed to
accomplish. This order can be seen as the priest were consecrated.

The offerings presented in Leviticus in Chapters 1-7 are in an order that enabled the priest to more
easily memorize and teach them to the fellow priest. They are not presented in the order of
worship. Here in chapter 9 as the priests are made ready to serve in the tabernacle we see the
specific order of the offerings. It is this order that we will see repeated throughout the rest of
Leviticus. The sin offering comes first, then the whole burnt offering which would have
been accompanied by the grain offering, and lastly the fellowship offering.

This order is not accidental it reveals how we are to approach God. Without the presented blood of
the sin offering we can have no access to God. The sin offering has to be first. Once access to
God is established through the blood then a person can wholly dedicate themselves to God
through the whole burnt offering. Once we are dedicated to God we can praise Him through
the fruit of our work with the grain offering. Then lastly we can worship Him for the peace
we have with Him with a peace offering. It is with the peace offering that we get to enjoy the

(45)  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
(46)  and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead,

Leviticus 17:11 ESV

(11)  For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make
atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.

Romans 6:23 ESV

(23)For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Leviticus 9:3-4 ESV

(3)  And say to the people of Israel, ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, and a calf and a
lamb, both a year old without blemish, for a burnt offering,
(4)  and an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD, and a grain
offering mixed with oil, for today the LORD will appear to you.’”
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fellowship meal and our relationship with God. We try to reverse the order. The world wants
to enjoy peace first, without the other offerings.

Peace is only found in right relationship with Jesus. In the world we have been promised to have
tribulation. We live in sin cursed bodies, on a sin cursed planet, with others sinners. The world only
offers tribulation but He overcame the world. Peace is in Him.

Experiential daily peace is found when our thoughts are on Jesus and viewing life through His truth.
He is the eternal rock. He alone offers us peace and satisfaction. When we are in fellowship
with Jesus we can experience His peace daily.

To live based on our flesh is death. It is walking in the Spirit and in His fellowship where life and
peace can be found. It is the last offering because this fellowship is based on all the others. This
fellowship is only possible after the grain and whole burnt offering.

The whole burnt offering symbolized giving your whole life to God and the grain offering was then
worshipping Him with the fruit of your life. Daily Peace is only found when we walk with Him and
have given our life to Him.

Verse 2 points out an amazing truth we are always in a process of change. The question is
what are we letting change us? The world is actively seeking to conform us to its mold. It tries to
force believers from the outside into a mold or pattern and remake us into its shape.
Conversely, God wants to transform us from the inside out. As a believer you have a new life
in Jesus and He wants that to become visible and show on the outside. He wants to renew our mind
through His truth. There is no neutral. We are either being conformed or transformed every
day. 

If we are being conformed by the world then we will not be walking in His peace. Each
offering builds on the next. Yet none of these so far is what gives us access to God. It is not your

John 16:33 ESV

(33)  I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

Isaiah 26:3-4 NLT

(3)  You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in You, all whose thoughts are fixed
on You!
(4)  Trust in the LORD always, for the LORD GOD is the eternal Rock.

Romans 8:5-6 ESV

(5)  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.
(6) For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace.

Romans 12:1-2 ESV

(1)  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
(2)  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable
and perfect.
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daily peace, your growth or transformation. We are acceptable to God through one thing, the
blood payment. It is through the blood that we can approach God.

Last week we studied Nadab and Abihu, Aaron’s sons. They approached God with an unauthorized,
unacceptable fire and are killed for it. God is very clear with Aaron, there is one way that He
can approach God’s presence in the Holy of Holies, and that is through blood. He is not
allowed in without the blood of a sin offering. The burnt offering comes later and will not be given
until after Aaron leaves the Holy of Holies and the blood has been offered. (Lev. 16:24) We cannot
walk in the daily peace Jesus offers and be in fellowship with Him until we have given
our life daily to Him. We cannot give ourself to God if our sin has not been paid for.
Without the blood payment none of the other offerings are possible.
Our society is ok to hear about the peace that Jesus can offer, the dedication He desires and even
how He can transform our thinking to make us more loving and caring. The idea of our need for a
blood sacrifice to have life is offensive and yet it is the only life giving message. We are sinners and
deserve death, and God’s wrath. This is why we have so much to celebrate today. Jesus was willing
to be the perfect blood payment, the perfect sin offering that enables all the others.

Jesus was not just an example of humility, or caring for people. He came to die for sinners. God
showed His great love for us by having Jesus die. We are justified, declared righteous because of
His perfect sin offering. We are saved from the wrath God had for our sins. His death secured
our reconciliation. His resurrection enabled us to live for Him. Once we believe in Jesus then we can
begin to learn how to give our life to Him, then we can glorify Him though the fruits in our life, then
we can walk in fellowship with Him. Leviticus points to the need for the messiah to die and
be the blood payment, but it also points to His resurrection.

Leviticus 16:1-3 ESV

(1)  The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they
drew near before the LORD and died,
(2)  and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into
the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may
not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat.
(3)  But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd
for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.

Romans 5:8-11 ESV

(8)  but God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(9)  Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be
saved by Him from the wrath of God.
(10)  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.
(11)  More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received reconciliation.

Leviticus 23:9-10 ESV

(9)  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
(10)“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I give
you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest
to the priest,
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When Israel is living in the promised land they are to have a feast of the firstfruits from the harvest.
After all the anticipation of prepping the fields, planting, weeding, and watering, the first part of
the harvest was to be God’s. God wanted the firstfruits because it pointed to the fact that Jesus
was going to be the firstfruits of the resurrection.

When Adam sinned, death came into the world and has reigned. It is a reality of life that we are
uncomfortable talking about. Each offering of Leviticus reminds us of the death or sin demands.
Each funeral and loved one who passes reminds us of how fleeting this life is. Yet we have the
tremendous truth that Jesus is risen. He is the firstfruit from the resurrection. Through His
death and resurrection He conquered death. As believer we will be resurrected because He is. Jesus
is our risen savior!

When John sees the resurrected Jesus he falls down as dead. Yet notice what truth Jesus
encourages him with. Jesus is the living one! Death is no longer an enemy for believers. Jesus
died but is alive forever. He conquered death and holds the keys to death and hades. The perfect
payment was given and He defeated death by rising. Just as He had to die and put on His
resurrected body, believers have resurrected eternal bodies waiting for us.

Death has been defeated! Jesus is resurrected and given us the victory. Jesus is the
perfect sin offering. He gave His blood to pay for the wrath that our sins deserved. We have access
to God because of what He has done. Then we can walk and enjoy all that He has for us. We can
learn to give ourselves to Him and be transformed. We can walk in the fellowship and peace He
offers. If you trust in His blood, if you believe in Jesus, you will be resurrected. Let us be
steadfast, immovable, abounding in all that Jesus has for us, because we are going to see our risen
savior face to face in a resurrected body. Let us live for that day, you will never regret it.

1 Corinthians 15:19-34 ESV

(20) But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. (21)  For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. (22)  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive.
(23)  But each in His own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at His coming those who
belong to Christ.

Revelation 1:17-18 ESV

(17)  When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. But He laid His right hand on me,
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last,
(18)  and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the
keys of Death and Hades.

1 Corinthians 15:54-58 ESV

(54)  When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality,
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
(55)  “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
(56)  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
(57)  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
(58)  Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
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